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What's harder: meeting ~ The Collected Essays, The Earl of Louisiana
L B A terrorists, writing aboutit —  Journalism and Letters by A.J. Liebling
TRy OF doing a one-man show on of George Orwell — =R
" the topic? Lawrence Wright

™ says it’s no contest. I think “Politics and the English
Lawrence wrlghi “The toughest thing is fac- [ anoyace” is one of the most impor-

AJ. Liebling was a New Yorker staff
writer; he covered WWIL In 1959 or so, |
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: ORWE he was sent to write about Earl Long, :

ing a blank page,” says the a0t essays on language ever written . [Louisi 4 Hu | it
Pulitzer Prize-winning writer of “The Loomi . ? oux’smn? governor and senator] Huey | BRSNS
Towes: LG dwamnman a1 fhe Road to /11" themmboogk There are four volumes here, and great stuff in Long’s ne’er-do-well brother. Earl Long

2 ., theletters and incidental pieces — the kind of el- | was governor of Louisiana when his wife had him .
the New Yor!,(er staffer turned into “My Trip  evated observation rare in literature today. When Comlg-,ﬁtted to an insane asylum. He escaped, and it
e ﬁlp“}g;f: ar?:lrvg:;sr:sal%i.;g meif 'm I'need a little boost, I'll pick up the Orwell. was his campaign for re-election that Liebling cov-

frightened, hanging out with al Qaeda, but The Moviegoer ered with delight. The stories he relates are priceless.
usually those encounters are one-on-one

interviews,” he tells The Post’s Barbara by Walker Percy All the King’s Men
Hoffman. “I’m talking to people whose b n War
views I don’t agree with, but that happens When I was a student at Tulane, I Y Robert Penn Warren -'\[ {

all the time.” He says a witch once told wrote an honors thesis about the influ-
him, “Where there’s fear, there’s power” ence of Kirkegaard on the novels of
— a thought that helped him master stage Percy. I'd never met a writer, so I wrote

I think it’s the great American novel, [TTEINANGR
the most powerful political novel ever ‘

. e - itten about the str d weak-
fright as well. Which is good, because his him a pial’ntlve letter. I got a postcard back scrawled, ﬁ;s;no% a01‘111tan &;oz?angﬂ;: f;l d(lvgood
new show, “The Human Scale,” about hostage “OK, call.’ The hero of this book drives ared MG. | 3 cociorn that inevitably corrupts
negotiations, starts Saturday at the Public Turned out I was driving a red MG and Walker had

him. It’s one of those novels you can

Theater. Here’s what’s in his library. never actually been in one, so we went for a ride. pick up and be electrified by its narrative line.




